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4.7 Richter Scale

An earthquake shook
Puerto Rico shortly after
dawn Tuesday, the Cayey
Geophysical Observatory
confirmed. There were no
immediate reports of prop-
erty damage or injuries.

“The quake was recorded
at 6:16 a.m., according to
observatory director Terry
Hardiméh. A minor after-
shock was recorded at 7:21
am.

First seismological
readings showed a magni-
tude of 4.7 on the Richter
Scale with the epicenter of
the temblor about 65 miles
southeast of Ponce, the Na-
tional Earthquake Infor-
mation Center in Golden,
Colo,, reported. _

Hardiman said that this
type of quake activity in
Puerto Rico is considered
“normal” becatise the is-
land is located in *“an ac-
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tive seismic area.”

The Richter Scale is a
gauge of the energy re-
leased by an éarthquake as

measured on the ground by -

a seismograph. Every in-
crease of oneé hitmber
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| Mgans that the groun(; mo-

tion is 10 times greatet.

A quiaike of magnitiide 4
tén cause moderaté dam-
age and Magnitude 5 coA-
slderable damage in

populated areas. - ~
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